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More 

cases 
in bay 
area 


State and federal 
officials disagree 
on how the disease 
spread in Florida. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
AND EMILY L. MAHONEY 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — Unan- 
swered questions hovered over 
Florida’s coronavirus response 
Wednesday even as residents 
learned of new cases in Tampa 
Bay and several groups made 
difficult calls to cancel events or 
limit public gatherings. 

Eleven new cases statewide 
included three in Tampa Bay 
and the first in both Pinellas and 
Pasco counties. Late Wednes- 
day, the state announced that a 
Broward County man who had 
attended an emergency medi- 
cal services conference in Tampa 
also tested positive. Health offi- 
cials said anyone who attended 
the conference and is experienc- 
ing symptoms should contact a 
health care provider or county 
health department. The additions 
brought the total number of peo- 
ple who have tested positive for 
coronavirus in Florida to 26. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis contin- 
ued to push back on the idea 
that “community spread” has 
occurred here despite a national 
infectious disease specialist’s 
assertion to the contrary Tues- 
day. He said he believes the label 
came from a few cases tied to a 
cruise service company at Port 
Everglades in Broward County, 
which health officials in Flor- 
ida do not consider “community 
spread” — a label that could sig- 
nal heightened risk and demand 
amore severe response. 

“We discussed that because 
that three-person cluster in Bro- 
ward can all be linked to the 
cruise ship, that technically 
doesn’t qualify as community 
spread which would be multi- 
ple people where we don’t know 
where they got it from,’ DeSan- 
tis said. 

Tuesday afternoon, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, listed 
Florida among four states 
where “community spread” has 
occurred, saying the risk of the 
disease is “a little bit more” in 
those places. 

The disagreement between 
state and federal officials was 
another example of the con- 
fused, shifting messaging that 
has formed an undertow to Flor- 
ida’s response to coronavirus for 
two weeks. 

“The message should be coor- 
dinated, clear and honest. Oth- 
erwise, the public gets nervous,” 
said Dr. Marc Yacht, the former 
leader of the health department 
in Pasco County. “They’re ner- 
vous now.” 

When asked about the con- 
flicting messages, Helen Aguirre 
Ferré, spokeswoman for the gov- 
ernor, said DeSantis had a phone 
See CORONA, 4A 


Trump bans travel 
to U.S. from Europe 


It applies to foreign nationals who visited 26 EU nations. 


BY LISA MASCARO, ANDREW TAYLOR, 


JILL COLVIN AND ZEKE MILLER 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Taking dramatic 
action Wednesday, President Donald 
Trump announced he is sharply restrict- 
ing passenger travel from 26 European 
nations to the U.S. and moving to ease the 
economic cost of a viral pandemic that is 
roiling global financial markets and dis- 
rupting the daily lives of Americans. 


Trump made the announcement during 
a rare Oval Office address to the nation 
that he is suspending all travel from 
Europe to the US. for 30 days beginning 
at 11:59 p.m. Friday. After days of playing 
down the threat, he blamed Europe for 
not acting quickly enough to address the 
novel coronavirus and said that U.S. clus- 
ters were “seeded” by European travelers. 

“We made a lifesaving move with early 
action on China,’ Trump said. “Now we 


DOUG MILLS | New York Times (via Associated Press) 
President Donald Trump addresses the nation from the Oval Office about the coronavirus on Wednesday. 


must take the same action with Europe.” 

Trump said the restrictions won’t apply 
to the United Kingdom, and there would 
be exemptions for “Americans who have 
undergone appropriate screenings.” It also 
wouldn’t apply to cargo. He said the U.S. 
would monitor the situation to determine 
if travel could be reopened earlier. 

Homeland Security officials later clari- 
fied that the new travel restrictions would 
See TRUMP, 11A 


Area elections 
offices must adapt 


BY ALLISON ROSS 
Times Staff Writer 

Worries about the spread 
of the novel coronavirus have 
forced elections offices in 
Tampa Bay and elsewhere in 
Florida to search for last-minute 
volunteers to replace anxious 
poll workers while also shutting 
down numerous voting sites 
before Tuesday’s presidential 
preference primary. 

Although elections offices 
say they have backup plans, the 
ever-changing and developing 
news about the virus’ spread 
in Florida is causing logistical 
headaches and raising questions 


OUTBREAK IMPACT 


11-YEAR STOCK MARKET RALLY ENDS 


Wall Street goes into a deep slump, falling so 
far and so fast that the Dow Jones industrial 
average Officially tips into a bear market — a 
20 percent fall from recent record highs. 


Business, 5A 


not only about next week’s pri- 
mary but about what could hap- 
pen if the virus threat persists 
through November’s presiden- 
tial election. 

Since the state announced the 
first coronavirus case in Pasco 
County late Tuesday, that county 
has been “hemorrhaging” poll 
workers, said Brian Corley, Pas- 
co’s supervisor of elections. 

Pasco’s 30 coronavirus- 
related dropouts coupled with 
other poll workers dropping 
out means his office has largely 
burned through its reserves of 
election workers, Corley said. 
See ELECTIONS, 11A 


DIOCESE ISSUES GUIDANCE 


The Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg asks 
parishioners to avoid physical contact; wine 
that is blessed or consecrated will not be 

served, and churches will empty Holy Water 


Nurse's long road 
home from China 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 

Jonathan Woolverton looked 
out from the balcony of a 
friend’s Shanghai apartment at 
the deserted streets below, won- 
dering when hed ever make it 
back home to Tampa Bay. 

After spending years work- 
ing and traveling in China, 
Woolverton had never seen the 
city of more than 24 million 
people so empty. Public transit 
had been halted. The bikes, cars 
and pedestrians that usually 
lined the streets were gone. The 
33-year-old registered nurse 
was quarantined in an apart- 
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GRAND PRIX OF ST. PETE ‘STILL A GO’ 


The Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg 
remains on track to run this weekend, 
despite two positive coronavirus cases in 
Pinellas County. Sports, 1B 


ment for two weeks while he 
waited for the Chinese govern- 
ment to return his U.S. passport 
so he could get home. 

Over the next few weeks, he 
would be flagged for coronavirus 
exposure across three continents 
and experience wildly different 
responses to the pandemic. 

“The experience opened 
my eyes to the reality of how 
immensely different this cri 
sis has been handled,” Wool- 
verton said. “It has been a pro- 
found learning experience to see 
how well China put protocols in 
place.” 

See NURSE, 11A 


NBA 
SEASON 
ON HOLD 


The NBA announced Wednesday 
night that the 2019-20 season has 
been suspended indefinitely after 
Utah Jazz center Rudy Gobert, 
below, tested positive for the 
coronavirus. The announce- 
ment came shortly after a game 
between the Jazz and the Okla- 
homa City Thunder had been 
abruptly postponed. That game 
was then canceled. Sports, 1B 
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Some 
fans are 
March 
Mad 


The NCAA basketball 
tournament will play 
out in silent arenas — 
including Tampa. 


BY MATT BAKER AND JOEY KNIGHT 
Times Staff Writers 


After days of discussions and 
deliberations, the NCAA made a 
stunning announcement Wednes- 
day that reverberated through 
Tampa and across the nation. 

Its famed basketball tourna- 
ments will open at Amalie Arena 
and elsewhere next week with 
only “essential personnel and lim- 
ited family attendance” because of 
the coronavirus outbreak. 

March Madness without fans. 

“While I understand how dis- 
appointing this is for all fans of 
our sport, my decision is based on 
the current understanding of how 
COVID-19 is progressing in the 
United States,” NCAA president 
Mark Emmert said in a statement. 
“This decision is in the best inter- 
est of public health, including that 
of coaches, administrators, fans 
and, most importantly, our stu- 
dent-athletes.” 

The scene in Tampa will be sur- 
real next Thursday when the first 
round tips off. Instead of crazed 
fans, boisterous pep bands and 
packed arenas, the stands will- 
be nearly empty for one of the 
nation’s biggest sporting events. 
It’s a blow to Tampa tourism, 
depriving the area of thousands of 
out-of-town attendees. 

But the NCAA and its COVID-19 
advisory panel decided the move 
was necessary to try to slow the 
transmission of the virus. 

Though the decision itself was 
unprecedented for an event of 
See NCAA, 4A 


CHARLES KRUPA | Associated Press 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., suffered a 17-point primary defeat 
Tuesday in Michigan to former Vice President Joe Biden. 


Sanders won't drop out, but path is unclear 


BY STEVE PEOPLES, WILSON RING 
AND WILL WEISSERT 
Associated Press 


BURLINGTON, Vt. — Ber- 
nie Sanders vows to press ahead 
with his presidential campaign 
at least long enough to debate 
Joe Biden this weekend, even 
while acknowledging his deficit 
in the Democratic race may be 
insurmountable. 


The Vermont senator on 


Wednesday offered no further 
details on what his campaign may 
look like before or after he and 
Biden — the last two major can- 
didates vying for the Democratic 
presidential nomination — spar 
Sunday night onstage in Arizona. 
The only thing on Sanders’ public 
schedule was taping an appear- 
ance on Wednesday’s Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon. 
And that will continue to raise 


questions — as unlikely as it may 
seem less than two weeks after 
losing his once commanding 
front-runner status — about how 
long Sanders will persist against 
increasingly daunting odds, 
especially as the pressure within 
his own party increases. 

Sanders addressed reporters 
in Burlington after offering no 
public statements Tuesday night, 
when he suffered a devastating 


defeat in Michigan and losses 
in Missouri, Idaho and Missis- 
sippi. Sanders noted that he 
won North Dakota and that the 


continuing count in Washing- 
See SANDERS, 6A 
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